Q\\\w Stony Brook
School of Social Welfare

O "

~
Y

.p' W Class of 2023
CONVOCATION

Doctor of Philosophy in Social Welfare
Master of Social Work
Bachelor of Science (Major in Social Work)

Thursday, May 18, 2023
Island Federal Credit Union Arena ® 5:30 pm




SCHOOL of SOCIAL WELFARE

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN SOCIAL WELFARE ¢ MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK ¢ BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (Major in Social Work)

Graduation Singers Jahlisiah Scott, BSW Senior
Diana Schmidt, MSW Advanced Standing

Land Acknowledgement Carolyn Peabody, PhD, LCSW, ACSW
Clinical Professor, Director, Community, Policy & Political
Social Action Specialization

Dean’s Welcome Address Shari E. Miller, PhD, MSW
Dean and Professor, School of Social Welfare

University Welcome Hal Paz, MD
Executive Vice President for Health Sciences, Stony Brook
University, Chief Executive Officer, Stony Brook University Medicine

Convocation Address Rahsmia Zatar, LMSW, '06, MA
Executive Director, S.T.R.O.N.G. Youth (Struggling To Reunite
Our New Generation)

Dean's Choice Award Marc Soevyn, Assistant Director of Alumni Engagement

Acknowledgement of Student Leaders  Shari E. Miller, PhD, MSW, Dean and Professor
and Student Degrees of Distinction

BSW Graduating Class Remarks Melissa Torregrossa, Bachelor of Science, Class of 2023

PRESENTATION OF THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Major in Social Work CLASS OF 2023

MSW Graduating Class Remarks John Parks and Fatoumata Camara, Master of Social Work,
Class of 2023
Recognition of MSW/MPH Amy Hammock, PhD, MSW, Associate Professor
PRESENTATION OF THE
MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK CLASS OF 2023
PRESENTATION OF THE

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN SOCIAL WELFARE CLASS OF 2023

Degree Candidates Presented by:
Shari E. Miller, PhD, MSW, Dean and Professor
Richard H. Morgan, PhD, MSW, Associate Dean, Clinical Professor; Director of Graduate Program
Suzanne L. Velazquez, PhD, LCSW, Clincal Associate Professor, Director of Undergraduate Program
George Leibowitz, PhD, MSW, Professor, Director of Doctoral Program
Warren K. Graham, LCSW, ACSW, CASAC, Assistant Dean, Practicum Education,; Clinical Associate Professor
Robin A. DeLuca-Acconi, PhD, LCSW, Assistant Dean of Student Services, Clinical Associate Professor
Shelley L. Horwitz, MSW, Assistant Dean, Manhattan Operations

Closing Remarks Shari E. Miller, PhD, MSW, Dean and Professor

Recessional

The conferral of a degree is conditional upon satisfactory completion of all current degree and instructional requirements at the time of such award
and compliance with University procedures and regulations, including the resolution of any outstanding charges of fees or misconduct.



Rahsmia Zatar, LMSW, '06, MA

Rahsmia Zatar, LMSW, '06, MA, Executive Director, ST.R.O.N.G.
Youth (Struggling To Reunite Our New Generation)

Rahsmia was raised in Roslyn Heights, NY, an affluent community
on the north shore of Long Island. Her experience of growing
up Latina and poor in Roslyn, combined with the strong
influence of her immigrant mother, led Rahsmia to be acutely
aware of the impact of racial and economic inequality on
people of color around the world. After attending a workshop
in the sixth grade on the US prison system and minority
populations, Rahsmia was convinced she wanted to work to
give voice to incarcerated individuals.

Rahsmia completed her undergraduate degree in psychology from Hofstra University,
her Masters in Forensic Psychology from John Jay College for Criminal Justice. In 2006,
Rahsmia earned her MSW from the School of Social Welfare at Stony Brook University.

Rahsmia met ST.R.O.N.G''s founder, Sergio Argueta, LMSW, while attending graduate
school at Stony Brook University. After just a couple of conversations, they both realized
S.T.R.O.N.G. Youth was where she needed to be. It was a place where she could not only
apply the knowledge acquired through school and previous work experiences, but could
assist in enhancing communities and uplifting troubled youths who were desperate for
compassion, understanding and a chance to shine in positive ways.

Hired in Sept. 2005, she helped establish and run S.T.R.O.N.G. University, a gang interention
program working with previously incarcerated, gang involved youth and acted as the
organization's only social worker. Ms. Zatar's passion and innate understanding of the
dynamics playing out in the lives of S.T.R.O.N.G. youth and their families quickly made
her a part of the organization's executive staff. She was promoted to Executive Director in
January 2012.

S.T.R.O.N.G's mission to empower youth and communities in becoming active agents

of change and building resources from within falls directly in line with Rahsmia's

overall philosophy in life. Since her appointment as Executive Director, Rahsmia has
become a prominent voice speaking out against the systemic causes of youth and gang
violence and advocating for the resources youth and families impacted by violence

and incarceration need to become social change agents. Rahsmia is an active partner
in several community empowerment groups and committees such as the Uniondale
Violence Intervention Partnership, Community Voices and United for Justice in Policing
- Long Island. Rahsmia hopes to continue building awareness around the issue of gangs
and build a full service organization where youth can cultivate their leadership and social
skills in positive, productive ways, helping them resist the lure of gang and street life.
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN SOCIAL WELFARE

4 )
Haylee G. Hebenstreit
“They Don't Talk About it:” A Mixed-Methods Exploratory Investigation of the
Food Security Assessment Experiences in Drug Courts:
A Nationwide Survey & Interview Project
\- J

Graduate Student Government

Undergraduate Social Welfare Alliance

Commencement Committee

President: Kathleen DiMartino

Vice President: Allison Montello-Young
Secretary: Maria Duchin

Senator: Alexia Bellini

Treasurer: Matthew Mbamelu

First Year Representative: Miranda Edwards
Second Year Representative: Mai Han
Manhattan Representative: Karyn Pygatt

President: Leeza Kramer

Vice President: Angelgana Medina

Secretary: Courtney Conway

Treasurer and Class Representative: Melissa Torregrossa
Junior Representative: HaanaMae Roze Smothergill-Christara
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