
Class of 2025

CONVOCATION
Doctor of Philosophy in Social Welfare

Master of Social Work
Bachelor of Science (Major in Social Work)

Tuesday, May 20, 2025
Stony Brook Arena ∞ 5:00 pm



 Graduation Singer   Kimberly Omezi, MSW ‘25, Master of Social Work 
     
 Land Acknowledgement  Carolyn Peabody, PhD, LCSW, ACSW
     Clinical Professor; Director, Community, Policy & 
     Political Social Action Specialization

 Dean’s Welcome Address  Shari E. Miller, PhD, MSW
     Dean and Professor, School of Social Welfare

 University Welcome  William Wertheim, MD, FACP, MBA 
     Executive Vice President, 
     Stony Brook Medicine 

 Convocation Address  Sandra Davidson, LMSW ‘05
     Associate Commissioner, New York City Regional   
     Director, Child Welfare & Community Services

 Dean's Choice Award  Leighmarie Regan
     Assistant Director, Alumni Engagement

 Acknowledgement of Student  Shari E. Miller, PhD, MSW
 Leaders and Student Degrees  Dean and Professor, School of Social Welfare
 of Distinction      
 
 BSW Graduating Class Remarks Tyler Jehle ‘25, Bachelor of Science

PRESENTATION OF THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
MAJOR IN SOCIAL WORK CLASS OF 2025

 
 MSW Graduating Class Remarks Dennis Scruggs, MSW ‘25, Master of Social Work
 
 Recognition of MSW/MA  Michelle S. Ballan, PhD, MSW
     Professor & Associate Dean for Research
 
 Recognition of MSW/MPH  Amy Hammock, PhD, MSW
     Associate Professor

PRESENTATION OF THE 
MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK CLASS OF 2025

Degree Candidates Presented by:

Shari E. Miller, PhD, MSW, Dean and Professor 
Richard H. Morgan, PhD, MSW, Associate Dean; Clinical Professor; Director of Graduate Program

Suzanne L. Velázquez, PhD, LCSW, Clincal Professor; Director of Undergraduate Program

 Closing Remarks   Shari E. Miller, PhD, MSW, Dean and Professor

Recessional

The conferral of a degree is conditional upon satisfactory completion of all current degree and instructional requirements at the time of such award
and compliance with University procedures and regulations, including the resolution of any outstanding charges of fees or misconduct.

SCHOOL of SOCIAL WELFARE
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN SOCIAL WELFARE ∞ MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK ∞ BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (Major in Social Work)



Sandra Davidson is a Licensed Master of Social Work with over 25 years of 
experience working with children and families within the child welfare system. 
Her professional life includes a commitment to serving the needs of the voiceless, 
ensuring that the children and families that come to the attention of the child 
welfare system have the necessary resources to improve their own families and 
individual outcomes.  

In her current role as associate commissioner and regional director of New York 
City with the NYS Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS), she leads a team 
of committed individuals responsible for overseeing and monitoring one of the 
largest child welfare agencies in New York State, the NYC Administration for 
Children Services (ACS). The ACS provides child protective, preventive, foster care, 
adoption, and juvenile justice services.

Davidson started her work in a variety of voluntary agencies that provided direct 
care services to children who were abused and considered to have intellectual 
disabilities, as well as adults with mental illness. She found her passion working 
in the child welfare system, specifically the child protective system, for which 
she has spent the last 20+ years implementing initiatives to support child safety, 
permanency, and well-being. Her past roles include front-line kinship foster 
caseworker; child protective specialist; NYC assistant commissioner of program, 
policy, information technology, and intergovernmental and interagency affairs; 
and chief deputy commissioner of Suffolk County Department of Social Services.

Career highlights include successfully implementing Family Assessment Response 
(now called CARES: Collaborative Assessment, Response, Engagement and Support) 
in all five NYC boroughs; the implementation of mobile technology throughout NYC 
Child Protection; collaborating on various new child welfare curriculums to include 
LGBTQAI+ core foundations for child protective specialists; and the development 
of the Workforce Institute’s NYC Child Welfare Training Academy. In her new 
role at OCFS, she provides administrative and managerial leadership for the NYC 
regional office and maintains relationships with ACS, foster care agencies, and 
preventive agencies. Her role is pivotal in setting policy and balancing oversight, 
accountability, and best practices in a large child welfare system.

Davidson holds a master’s degree in social work from the School of Social Welfare 
at Stony Brook University and a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Long Island 
University. She is proud to represent and protect her community without a title, 
just in uniform, as a volunteer firefighter in Cherry Grove.

Sandra Davidson, LMSW ‘05
Associate Commissioner, 
New York City Regional Director, 
Child Welfare & Community Services



Amina Ahmad ɱ #
Olivia Gillian Albee #
Jessica Jasmin Alvarado ɱ
Dina Alvarenga #
Angela Guadalupe Amigon #
Christopher Andrew Cajamarca Ortega
Breyanna Joyce Campbell
Margarita Nohemi Canas Cordova ĉ #
Giselle Castro ɱ #
Amanda Charalambous ɱ Φ #
Cindy Michelle Cho ĉ
Liliana Cordero ĉ #
Brayden Alexander Dangelo ĉ # i
Neissa Desir ĉ #
Darlyn Alejandra Duenas Resuleo ɱ #
Dummuzi Christopher Duhaney ɱ Φ # ♦ 
Kalyn Aaliyah Espinal #
Mackenzie Renee Evans ∑
Tiffany Ifiniti Toni Francis ɱ #
Linda Estrella Garcia ĉ #
Emma Rose Hirsch ĉ
Tyler Renee Jehle ∑ #
Gianna Oksana Juliano ∑
Isabella May Koudelka #
Cenia Larios ∑ #
Shelly Lin ɱ

Amanda Rosalie Lisanti ĉ #
Ericka Maria Marrero ∑ #
Leslie Mejia ɱ
Jazmine Alexandra Molina #
Abby Morton
Justin Emanuel Nudelman ɱ
Kayla Marie Ortiz Burgos #
Natalie Pulgarin
Samuel Benjamin Ramos ∑
Shannon Reagan
Maria Fernanda Rodriguez
Kiara Amyiah Rohan ɱ
Sebastien Anne Nayina Rony ĉ #
Narida Meena Shadick ɱ #
Stefanie Sharkey #
Elvira Lois Ashumbi Taku
Petrel Josefa Thompson #
Isabella Rosita Vasquez #
Connor Joseph Verzosa ɱ i
Hallie Wastiewiz ɱ #
Aidan Jared Wightman ∑ #
Marie Anne Yamamoto ∑
Cecilia Yat #
Zachary S. Zambuto
Thomas Zuniga ĉ

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (Major in Social Work)



Samar Abbass Khourshed Abdelaziz Φ
Mushda Afghanzada
Justin Daniel Alito
Sarah Allen
Ashley Rose Allison
Jason Ellison Alvarenga
Samantha R. Amodeo
Emily Rose Aramanda
Caterina Raye Armetta-Bettenhauser
Laila Aziz
Jonathan Thomas Bader
Neha Bajaj Φ
Ayesha Bajwa
Amanda K. Ballan Φ
Michael Joseph Barbone
Samantha Barone
Brianna Barron
Robert Basedow
Julia Diana Becker
Nerissa Beebee
Martenise Bennett
Dana Berge
Asheley Blaise Φ
Kiana Juliet Blandin
Danielle Rose Blickwede
Petal Stacy Bowen-Walcott Φ i
Koren Branch
Michelle Brandel
Kerri Broesler
Tishuana Brown
Simone Michelle Browne Φ
Lisa Burman
Diego Fernando Bustamante Jr.
Patrick John Caffrey Φ
Lea Rose Caliendo 
Alexandra Campbell
Gabriella Grace Caporaso
Nora Nicole Carnevale
Carlos Carranza Calagua
Brianna Eleanor Casey
Tamgy Carmen Castillo
Caterina Assunta Cesarano
Heather Chandler
Brianna Rose Christiano-Adams
Alissa Christofey
Brittany Claud
Yvana Marie Clowney
Stephanie Lynn Cook Φ
Natasha Cooks

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK

Natasha Cruz
Raenica Kayneil Cummings
Victoria Rose Cupaiolo
Rosanna Maria Cuttone i
Leann Elizabeth Dalton
Makeyla Tionne Tereasa Daniels 
Juliette B. Deangelo
Ashley Delbrune
Adrianna Rose Desantis Φ
Samantha Rae DeSantis Φ
Sarah Ann Diprima
Deirdre Doherty
Jennifer Vanessa Dominguez
Aidan L. Donoghue
Jennifer Dowling
Isabella Pearl Driesen
Kimberly Dunn
Onyekachi Innocent Duru
Brooke Echeverria
Sophia Edouard
Lilias Michelle Edwards
Maria R. Empaynado
Ella Simone Engel-Snow
Ronie Ariel Escobar
Nicole Rose Esposito
Sabrina Joy Facciponte
Concepcion Fajardo
Jennifer Monique Falu
Beck Mary Farrell
Adeniyi Sulaimon Fatokun
Leslie S. Flores
Samara Eve Forman
Michael Jerome Gaetani
Taina Daverne Galarza Φ i
Riquelmi M. Galindo Φ
Christina Inez Garabito ♦
Trinity Grace Gardelis
Skyler Madison Gherardi
Gabriella N. Giordano
Valerie Taylor Goding
Reilly Erin Graupp
Connor Gray
Julianna Patricia Greene
Nicole Grimaldi
Shaquila Angela Griszell
Nadine Vanessa Hall
Lauren Sarah Haller
Samantha Hammer
June Florence Hanley



Jacquelyn R. Harris Φ
Kayla Courtney Harrison Φ
Latoya Antoinette Harrison Φ
Laurissa Ann Hartnett
Lola Pearl Harvey
Kia Lee Hawkins
Katherine T. Heinrichs Φ
Nikki Hintz
Demille Ebony Hodge
Jacob Humphries
Peter Iemma
Pakiza Ikram
Sara Rose Indelicato
Brian Raymond Jablonsky
Toi Crystal Jackson
Subika Jafri
Jennifer Jimenez Aguilera
Emily Katherine Johansen Φ
Jasmine Alexis Johnson
Shani L. Johnson
Olivia Grace Kalivas
Lauren Nicole Kamycki
Rumbidzai Kangira Mate
Madison Grace Kayel
Jennifer Ann Keiser
Kevin Keith
Olivia Marie Keogan
Hailey Kibbel
Xavier King
Arlena Kinsey
Hayleigh Rose Kirchner
Bridgette Kovler
Kamila Kulakowska
Sofia Grace La Rocca
Lauren Anne Lamantia
Jessica Madeline Landau
Gillian Lavelle
Aniah Layne
Katelynn Danielle Lefave-Snyder
Jessica Caitlyn Leigh-Manuell
Dakini Leon
Magalie Levine
Antonina Cynthia Lisi
Rachael Elizabeth Lohrius
Caterin Michelle Loja
Natavia Louis
Nicole Malandruccolo Φ
Emily Kathleen Manning Φ
Sarah March

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK

Taylor N. Mariani
Ashley Mason
Tanairi Mastarreno
Madeline Sema Maxwell
Melania Mayen
John Edward McCauley
Ciara McDonald
Avery McPherson
Shirley Melendez
Kara Mendelsohn i
Harry Lukas Mikros
Carolyn R. Milani
Emmanuella Millien
Taisha Milord
Doris Minder
Kevin John Moran  
Gabriela Mariley Moreno Hernandez
Clarivania Morgan Cortez
Erin Marie Murphy
Jocelin Guadalupe Narciso-Molina
Vidhi Nayee
Megan Elizabeth Nelson i
Taelor Paige Nisbeth
Samantha Leah Nosenchuk i
Jonathan Elijah Oca 
Meagan Elizabeth O’Connell
Christina Odonnell
Oluwadara Oluloye
Kimberly Naomi Omezi
Jake Paolillo
Skylar Paige Papele
Alexander Papp
Ashley Michelle Paredes
Jennifer Irene Pena Sanchez
Jessica Marie Penna i
Jessenia M. Perdomo
Shantell C. Perkins
David Pernick Φ
Bryan Picozzi
Jorge Alexander Pina
Shirkira Pittman
Geneira Poulis
Dave Pugh
Brenda Quow
Gabrielle Maiya Ramage
Mia Raspanti
Callum Thayer Redman
Danielle Lauren Renner
Catherine Hope Rice



Michelle Heather Rimland
Miles Keith Rivera
Jennifer Jean Rodriguez
Melvin Rodriguez
Nina Hope Rodriguez Φ
Erica Romeo
Alexa Therese Russo-Sanchez
Sarah Elizabeth Samson
Lauren Sanchez
Leticia Guadalupe Sandoval Mendez Φ
Marie Sophia Sanon
Matthew Sciorsci
Jahliaa Scott
Dennis Edward Scruggs i
Rebecca Sewdyal
Megan Alessandra Shannon
Sandra L. Skinner
Caroline Mary Smith
Hailey Smith
Kristen Michelle Solieri
Christine Sorensen
Julia Stanger
Nyeri Steele
Grace Marie Stevenson

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN SOCIAL WELFARE

Nicole Deborah Stewart
Tara Lakeasha Stilley
Aliyah Angelina Stone
Vayola Sophia Thelusma Φ
Shandola Elizabeth Thompson
Sean Uhlmann
Vanessa Urbano Ochoa
Heidi Michelle Valencia
Maria M. Vasconez
Gloria Candida Vasquez
Erin Vespoli
Jayini Kiara Vincent
Tara Carie Voyard
Katelyn Amanda Wagner
Shelaina Webb
Kirsten Weiss
Erin Caitlin Whalen
Kaitlin Marie White
Shameeka White
Dawn A. Williams
Hassan Jihad Williamson
Sharllene Jenique Wilson
Matt Logan Youngwall
Jenna Zambrano

________________________________
∑ - Summa cum laude
ɱ - Magna cum laude
ĉ - Cum laude
Φ - Phi Alpha Honor Society
# - BSW Passport to the Profession
♦ - Practicum Education Award (certificate)
i - SSW Ambassador

Kraig Warren Knibb

Dissertation Title:  
Reinventing the We’ll: US Born African and Latinx Middle School 

Students and the Project for Collective Achievement



Congratulations
School of Social Welfare

Graduates!

Commencement Committee:

Andrew Capitelli
Laura Coiro

Nicholas Collins
Christine Corrado
Jennifer Davidson

Robin A. DeLuca-Acconi
Richard Helling

Victoria Lombardo
Philnesia Miller
Angela Paradysz

Andrea Trezza
Jamie Weissbach

Xicheng Zhou


